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Yuri Avetisyan – Western Armenian: Problems and Perspectives 
 
The present state of Western Armenian literary language is not encouraging. The prospects of 

development are more than uncertain. The Western Armenian language is painfully retreating. The non-
existence of guidance from one centre, the lack of specialist teachers, the strong influence of dominant 
languages, the lack of reading habits of the younger generation of the Diaspora, the gradual decompo-
sition of once prosperous communities (Lebanon, Syria and elsewhere), the endangered linguistic quality 
of Western Armenian and a variety of factors persistently lead the prospect for the development of 
Western Armenian to lack of any prospect. In these conditions the main haven of protection of the 
Western Armenian language remains Armenia. In recent decades much work has been done in this 
connection: dictionaries and textbooks have been published, courses of Western Armenian have been 
organized in the corresponding departments of universities, a specified number of hours have been spared 
for teaching Western Armenian in public schools, a summer school with an accelerated learning program 
attached to Yerevan State University has been opened for Diaspora Armenians, the scientific interest 
towards Western Armenian has substantially grown, etc. The expansion of Armenia-Diaspora relations 
has created favorable conditions for the convergence of the two versions of Armenian. Armenia-Diaspora 
cooperation is the main prerequisite for successfully crowning the protection of Western Armenian. 
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