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INTRODUCTION

Up to now there have been no attempts in academic circles to
systcrnatxzc or analyzc documents and cvidence conccrning the
recruitment of Chechen and Afghan mercenarics in the Karabakh
war. In this rcgard, this volumc is uniquc. I belicve that facts
presented in this book speak for themsclves in terms of how terrorist
structurcs  cmerged and developed in the Caucasus, and why

Az;rbaijani and Turkish government agencics patronizc and regulatc
their activitics.

The struggle of Karabakh Armenians for sclf-determination and sclf-
preservation is often considered as an attempt to sccession. The
Armcenian population of Nagorno-Karabakh, however, has bcen
forced to fight not only against regular Azeri troops, which tricd to
cxpel Armenians from their homeland, but also against an impressive
number of forcign mcrcenarics recruited by Azcrbaijani authoritics
for the military opcrations. Later on, it became clear that some of the
mcreenaries joincd the ranks of international terrorist organizations.

thlf: working on this monograph, various sources in Armcnian,
Russian, English, French and Turkish were used. 1 tricd to usc

sources in such a way that they balance cach other, and thus to avoid
onc-sided conclusions.

The Scptember 11 events in the USA showed the vulnerability of the
international community against the thrcat of modern times - the terrorist activitics
of radical rcligious groups and the network of international terrorism. To perceive
the formation proccss of contcmporary extremist and terrorist groups, as wcll as
the coordination of their activitics in various regions of the Eurasian contincnt, one
must investigate their origins and opcration in the conflict zones, especially in
thosc arcas where conflicting partics have diffcrent civilizational i. ¢. historical,
religious, linguistic and, cultural backgrounds. Undoubtedly, networking between
radical Islamic and cxtrcmist groups in various countries became possible duc to
so-called “hot spots” that cmcrged on the territorics of thc former USSR and
Yugoslavia. Among such “spots” the conflicts in Nagorno-Karabakh, Tajikistan,
Chechnya and Bosnia offercd perfect arcnas for collaboration both within radical
religious groups and between these groups and local state leaderships that cither
harborcd or coordinatcd their activities.

From this standpoint, thc long-lasting conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh
represcnts an intercsting casc for investigating the preconditions of broadcning of
such a collaborative nctwork among intcrnational terrorist groups in the Caucasus,
particularly in Azerbaijan, where these groups found safc haven among local
authoritics that rcgulatcd their further opcrations.

Evcen today, when a shaky cease-fire exists on the area of former bloody
conflicts, the factor of onc of militant components of Islamist idcology or
mujaheddin factor is apparcnt. This is cspecially evident in thc examplc of post-
war Bosnia. Some of Arab volunteers, who arrived in Bosnia to fight against thc
Serbs and Croats in 1992-1995, settled here institutionalizing their presencc by
mixcd marriages. Others took part in the Chechen war or joined in the forming al-
Qaeda structurcs in Afghanistan.'

A similar process devcloped in Azcrbaijan after the cstablishment of a
cease-firc in Nagorno-Karabakh. The first cells of al-Qaeda in the territory of the
former USSR appcared in Azerbaijan, when the organization opened its office in
Baku and startcd to assist Azcrbaijani forces in their struggle for control over
Nagorno-Karabakh.?

After the end of the Afghan war former Arab mujaheddins, who had
fought against the Sovict troops in Afghanistan, made so-called “conflict-cruiscs”™
across the cthnic confrontation arcas of the Eurasian continent, such as Tajikistan,

' Yaroslav Trofimov, ‘Mujahedcen Factor: Militant Islam Gains in Postwar Bosnia’, The Wall Sireet
Journal Europe, March 19, 2002. Sec also Yossef Bodansky, ‘Chechnia. The Mujaheddin Facior',
Online cdition, at hitp://www.frecman.org/m_onlinc/bodansky/chechnya.htm

* P. Polkovnikov, ‘al-Qaeda in Caucasus. Hundreds of its fighters fought in Karabakh, Chcchnya, and
Central Asia’, Nezavisimoe voennoe obozrenie, No. 2 (317), January 24, 2003, (in Russian).
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Nagorno-Karabakh, Chechnya, Bosnia and others. It is noteworthy that Turkey
became and remains to be among countrics harboring the transfer of Arab and
other mujahcddin groups from onc conflict zonc to another. In the first half of the
1990s, this assistancc was primarily an cxpression of Ankara’s intcntion “to return”
to the Balkans and “revive the Ottoman glory”. The interest of Turkish scerct
services and military structures in collaboration with various Islamic groups in
Bosnia and Herzegovina was duc to Turkcy’s objective to sccure itsclf in the
Balkans, as well as to recruit Islamic mercenaries as mediators and promotcers of
Turkish forcign policy goals-in the Balkans and Caucasus as a wholc”.

In the carly 1990s, the president of the Chechen Republic of Ichkeria,
Johar Dudacv, paid visits to Turkey, thc unrccognized Turkish Rcpublic of
Northern Cyprus, and other Middlc Eastern countrics. Thesc visits were successful
in rcaching agrcements on arms supply to Chechnya. As carly as in the fall of
1994, cargo aircraft of the Chechen National Aviation Company carricd out flights
on the routc of Khartoum-Baku with unidentificd cargo. Sovict-made wcapons
purchascd by Turkey in East Germany were sent by air through thc city of Bitlis,
Turkey, and then to the Azcri military airport Nasosnaya located ncar the capital
Baku. Simultancously, thc commandos of the Turkish and Azcri branches of the
ultra-nationalist “Grey Wolves” organization launched their operation in
Chechnya. Part of this opcration included military training by the Turkish sccret
services®.

The main geopolitical goals of Chechcen Icaders in the Caucasian rcgion
were described by Johar Dudacv in the Turkish newspaper “Zaman” in March
1994: “My plan forcsaw the creation of a union of Caucasus countrics dirccted
against Russian imperialism, signifying a united Caucasus. Our chicf goal was the
achievement of indcpendence and liberation, acting togcther with the Caucasus
republics, which have been oppressed by Russia over the coursc of 300 ycars.
After that, we proposcd together to exploit the rich natural resources and oil of the
Caucasus and transport it across Turkcy to world markets™”.

In latc 1995, in the territory of the non-recognized Turkish Republic of
Northern Cyprus, where the bases of the Turkish “National Intclligence
Organization” (Turkish abbrcviation: MIT) were c¢stablished, scveral hundred Arab
mercenarics were trained to participate in the military actions in thc Balkans, on

3

Yossef  Bodansky, ‘Some Call It Peace Waiting  For in  the Balkans’,
!l ://members.tripod.com/Balkania/rcsources ralegy/ bodansky_ peace /index.html

Sce Viatcheslav Aviotskii, “The Northern Caucasus as Russia's “Internal Abroad” *, Central Asia and
Caucasus, No. 5 (23), (Stockholm: 2002): 64.

% See John B. Dunlop, ‘Russia Confronts Chechnia. Roots of a Separatist Conflict’ (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1998): 140.
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the sidc of Bosnian Islamists. Other mujaheddins were trained for further transfer
to Chechnya, Afghanistan and Eastcrn Turkey. On the Turkish, as well ;15 in the
Northcrn Iraqi territories they were uscd in fights against Kurdish gucrrilla™.

Azcrbaijan in turn made aticmpts to recruit mercenarics from Islamic
statcs to involve them in its war against the Armcnian population of Nagorno-
Karabakh.

It should be notcd that tcrrorist and radical Islamist groups had settled
down in Azcrbaijan before the proclamation of state independence. How?.vcr. it is
accepted to think that thesc organizations found a fertile soil in Azcrban.]an after
Heydar Alicv came to power and started to recruit foreign mercenaries from
Afghanistan, Pakistan, Turkcy and other states to fight against thc Karabalsh
Armenians’. It is symptomatic that Alicv continucd the tradition of his
predecessors. The presidents of Azerbaijan sought to solve the Karaba.kh perlcm
and incrcasc tighting cfficicncy of the Azcrbaijani Army by using forcign mnh}ary
forccs. For cxample, Ayaz Mutalibov, the first president of Azcrbaqaf\.
successfully used thc Sovict intcrnal troops for carrying out a poli(fy of cthnic
cleansing in Armcnian populated regions of northern Karabakh. Dunng Abulfaz
Elgibey's presidency military advisers from Turkey, Russia and the USA mstruclctd
thc Azerbaijani armed forces. Azcrbaijan tricd also to utilize links with l§lamlc
states, as well as with radical Islamic organizations to diplomatically isolate
Armenia and acquirc financial and military assistance to continuc its military
campaign in Nagorno-Karabakh.

The recruitment of forcign merccnarics, in particular Chechen combatants
and Afghan mujaheddins during the military campaigns of 1992-1994 against the
Karabakh Armenians becamc one of thesc practicable ways for Azceri government.

Chechens in Karabakh

In its policy of scccesion from Russia, Chechen lcadcrsh.ip ga\ic a grcz.it
significance to gaining allics, cspecially in thc Caucasian region. From this
perspective, Grozny considered Azcerbaijan the main buttress in the §0uth
Caucasian rcgion, especially taking into considcration the fact that Bak.u did not
join the CIS until late 1993. This solidarity was bascd also on the idea of a
common “Caucasian homc”, which was supposed to consolidate Caucasian pcoples
and countries against thc Russian influcnce. In the carly 90s, the lcader of

¢ tid.
7 Congressional Research Services, (CRS, 9/10/2001).
5



Azerbaiajani Popular Front Abulfaz Elgibey visited Grozny and established
fricndly rclations with General Johar Dudacv®.

In the spring of 1992, a dclcgation of Muslim Icaders of from Azcrbaijan
visited Chcchnya and mct with Gen. Dudacv. In the Azcrbaijani delcgation,
according lo somc sources, incognito werc prescnted also representatives of
Azcrbaijani Ministry of Defense. During bilatcral meetings, apart from discussions
of protocol character (such as establishment of bilatcral fricndly rclations between
both Azcri and Chechen nations and states, joint cfforts on revival of Islam in the
region, ctc.), military cooperation was discusscd, in particular the possiblc
participation of Chechen armed forces in the military actions in Nagorno-
Karabakh. Morcover, Azcrbaijan side promised to equip Chechen detachments
with armorcd vehicles and ammunition from its own stores.”

However, Johar Dudacv most apparcntly was not interestcd in open
involvement of Chechnya in thc Armenian-Azerbaijani conflict. The sides agreed
to recruit only Chechen volunteers for military operations with corrcsponding
salarics. According to various sourccs, the salaries of Chechen mercenaries ranged
from 600 to 1000 rubles per day."

The recruitment of Chechen mercenarics took place on a former military
base located on Boutirin Strcet in Grozny. Chechen fighters first arrived in
Azerbaijan with the idcas of Islamic and Caucasian solidarity under the lcadership
of well-known commander Shamil Basacv. With the Chcchen support, Baku
authoritics hoped to crash the fighting spirit of Karabakh Armenians at the expensc
of forcign blood. In carly Junc of 1992 the number of Chechen mercenarics in
Karabakh totalled approximately 300. During the first clashes with Karabakh
Armenians, many casualtics occurrcd among the Chechens. As a result, Armenian
soldiers often found Russian citizens from Chechnya on the battlcficlds.""

Chechen mercenarics admittcd that one of the decisive factors dccisive for
their involvement in the Karabakh battlcficlds was their scnsc of Islamic and
Caucasian solidarity with Azerbaijan, as well as the proximity of the conflict
region to Chechnya'2. Taking into account the discipline and courage demonstratcd
by the Chechen fighters, thc Azerbaijani army leadership appointed thcm as

® Sanobar Shermatova, ‘Islamic Factor in the hands of Political Elites’ in Islam on the Post-Soviet
space: The view from inside, eds. A. Malashenko and Marta Brill Olcott, (Moscow: Carncgie
Endowment for International Pcace, 2001): 221, (in Russian)

® Ekspress Khronika, No. 28. 1992.

1% See Spravedlivost, No. 16, 1992; Ichkeria, No. 8, Junc 25, 1992; Respublika Armenia, August 1,
1992.

Y Ekspress khronika, No. 28. 1992. Scc also Journalists in the Karabakh war, (Moscow: Prava
Cheloveka, 2002): 63.

'2 Respublika Armenia, August 1, 1992.

commanders of platoons. Very often with the help of these fighters, barrage
detachments were organized to shoot descrters and retreating Azeris.

Shamil Basacv was less successful this time comparcd with fighting
against thc Georgian troops in Abkhazia. Aftcr heavy losscs, Chechen fighters left
Karabakh battleficlds, partially in conncction with the inter-Chechen and Russian-
Chechen problems. The Armenian forces of sclf-defensc captured scveral Chechen
soldicrs during the military opcrations in Karabakh. A representative of Grozny
authoritics arrived in Stepanakert and rcached an agrcement on the cxtradition of
Chechen POWSs with the Nagorno-Karabakh Republic’s Armcenian authoritics. The
Chechens among the bodyguards of the Azeri president were also recalled. By a
strange coincidencc, this occured just on the eve of the armed mutiny of Coloncl
Surct Huscynov in the city of Genee and his furthcr march on Baku in Junc 1993.
It should be noted that a group of Chechens was also among Surct Huscynov’s
militants"*.

It would not be an cxaggcration to say that Chechen mcrcenarics played a
certain rolc in the intcrnal political rearrangements of Azcrbaijan.

After the ccase-firc agrecment in Bishkek'! in May of 1994, Chechen
leaders frequently promiscd to support the Azcri side “to liberate Karabakh™ from
the Armenians as soon as domestic problems “will bc settled”".

In casc of Chechen participation in Karabakh fighting, the motivation was
a desire to get military expericncc in anticipation of armed conflict at home. On the
othcr hand, the arrival of Chcchens in Azerbaijan and their participation in the
battles had been organized as a reaction to the incfficiency of the Azerbaijani
Army.

The character of military opcrations, which by many parametcrs varicd
from thosc in Abkhazia, led to the incfficicncy of Chechen units in the Karabakh
war. In particular, “Chcchen cxpericnce” was incffective in the open places, where
tactics of offensive and counteroffensive werc uscd and morc or less fixed
frontlincs and communications cxisted. The csscnce and advantage of “Chechen
experience” of conducting military operations was based on the tactics of strect
fighting and combat in the highlands.'

'* Sanobar Shcrmatova, op. cit., p. 221.

" Ministers of Defense of Armenia, Nagorno-Karabakh Republic with the mediation of Russian
president’s representative V. Kazimirov and the Head of Inter-Parliamentary Asscmbly on Nagorno-
Karabakh M. Sherimkulov signed Bishkek Protocol in May 5 1994. Originally Armenian and Nagorno-
Karabakh representatives signed this protocol. Azerbaijan joined it 3 days later.

' For example scc Obshchaya Gazeta, Moscow. October 28, 1999.

' Interview with vice rector of Caucasus Media Institute, political analyst Mr. Alexander Iskandarian.
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There is a pertinent question: what was the main attraction for Chechens
to get into the Karabakh war? Material intcrest or religious solidarity? Most
probably neither. By the asscrtion of “Ichkcria™ newspaper, an agreement was
rcached with Azeri side to transfcr armament from Azerbaijan to Chechnya.
Apparently, this scrved as a good incentive for the Azcri-Chechen cooperation.
Through this cooperation Grozny intcnded to reinforce its army arscnals.

In carly July of 1992, a large quantity of arms and ammunition supplics
formerly used in military actions in Nagorno-Karabakh was transported from
Azcrbaijan to Chechnya. The arms traffic to Chechnya passed by the following
routes: Samur (Azcrbaijan) — Kasumkent — Dulbugh — Khadjalmakhi — Glokh —
Kharami pass (Daghcstan). Taking into consideration the involvement of the
National Guard of Chechnya in the process of recruitment of merccnarics and the
fact that this was going to its military basc, undoubtedly the officials in Grozny
were also involved or at lcast were au courant of the arms traffic and mercenary
recruitment'’.

Assumedly, the armaments acquircd by Chechens during the short-term
Karabakh campaign were uscd against Russian federal forces during the very first
days of thc Chcchen war. On many occasions, Russian military sourccs havc
indicatcd the existence of the mentioned route of arm supply from Azerbaijan and
Turkey during the first Chechen campaign (1994-1996). Morcover, during the
initial stage of the war, a transportation of military supplics by air from Azcrbaijan
to Chechnya was also organized.”‘ Military supplics were also transported from
Azerbaijan to Chechnya by sca through the territory of Daghestan. The Azeri
branch of the Turkish ultra-nationalist organization of “Gray wolves” and its Azeri
leader Iskender Hamidov played an active rolc in providing Chechen warriors with
armament, logistical support and volunteers from Azerbaijan."

Various kinds of support to Chechen gucrrilas from the territory of
Azerbaijan continiued during the second stage of the Chechen campaign as well.
As in the first stage, onc of thc main routcs of ammunition, armamcnt and
merccnary supply from Turkey to Chcchnya was organized through the territory of
Azerbaijan.

Afghan Mujaheddins in Karabakh

:: Ekspress Khronika, No. 28. 1992; Respublika Armenia, August 1, 1992.
Sebastian Smith, ‘Allah’s Mountains. Politics and War in Russian Caucasus’, (London-New York: L
E. Tauris Publishers, 1998): 186.
Zurab Todua, ‘Azerbaijani patience’, (Moscow: KON Liga Press, 2000): 45, (in Russian).
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One of the main factors influcncing the activation of radical-terrorist
organizations in today’s Azcrbaijan is the collaboration of Azerbaijani authoritics
with Afghan mujahcddins during thc Karabakh war. It was in this period that a
number of radical Islamic organizations having multilcvel links with international
terrorist organizations, including Osama bin Laden’s al-Qaeda at a later point,
launched operations on the territory of Azcrbaijan. For al-Qaeda, Azerbaijan
became onc of its strongholds to carry out terrorist activity.

Following thc defcat of thc Azcrbaijani Army in the Karabakh frontlines
in mid 1993, Baku turncd to Afghan authoritics for supply of Afghan mujahcddins
to fight against the Armenian sclf-defensc forces of Nagorno-Karabakh.

Dcputy Intcrior Minister of Azerbaijan Rovshan Javadov visited Kabul in
July 1993, where he met with Afghan Premicr Minister Gulbeddin Hekmatyar,
who at the same time was the leader of “Hizb-i Islami” (Islamic Party). The
mecting was aimed at rcaching an agreemcent on sending Afghani fighters to
Azerbaijan.™ Later, in mid Dccember of the same year, the son-in-law of the
Afghani Primc Ministcr visited Baku with the represcntative of his ally Gen.
Rashid Dustum.

Hckmatyar's party of “Hizb-i Islami” “was onc of axcs of the “Afghani
branch” of training of Algcrian and Egypt mujaheddins”.21 It should be mentioned
that at the beginning of thc 1990s Hekmatyar, the main rccipient of forcign aid,
faced financial difficulties due to withdrawal of Sovict troops and considcrable
decrease of financial support from cxternal donors, who started to look for ncw and
more effective mediators for their interests in Afghanistan.22 Most probably, these
circumstances played an csscntial role in the consent of Afghan leaders to
cooperate with Azeri officials by supplying manpower to support totally failcd
Azcrbaijani army. Onc must supposc that the driving force for such a decision was
not the sense of Islamic solidarity, but quite obviously financial intcrest. It should
be noted that during the recruitment of the Afghans, a claim, by now a cliché, was
made that the fight was in support of “Muslim Azerbaijan” against “the Christian
Armenians who are backed by Russia.”

2 Azerbaijan Enlists Afghan Merccnarics, RFE/RL Records, November 8, 1993, SB&Eurasian Archive,
Azerbaijan, HU-OSA, 300/80/6/3; Joseph A. Kechichian and Theodore W. Karasik, ‘The Crisis in
Azerbaijan: How the Clans Influcnce the Politics of an Emerging Republic’, Middle East Policy, vol.
IV, 1995, No. 1-2, p. 63.
2 Rolan Jagqar, ‘In the name of Osama bin Laden’ (Moscow: OLMA PRESS, 2002): 196, (Russian
edition).
2 yuri. V. Bosin, “The Role of Religious-Lthnic factor in intcrnal Afghani Conflict’, in Afghanistan:
the Problems of War and Peace, (Moscow: Institute of Isracli and Middle East Studies, 2000): 71-72,
(in Russian).
3 David Filipov, ‘For Afghan Everyman, War is in his Body, Soul’, The Boston Globe, December 19.
2001.
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As certain analysts have rightly noted, the recruitment of Afghan
mujahcddins by Azerbaijan to fight in thc Nagorno-Karabakh conflict could be a
precedent for a new wave of cscalation. As a matter of fact, the Afghans could do
nothing cssential to bring changes in the further developments on the Karabakh
battleficlds cxcept for drawing attention to the critical situation of Baku, which was
“on its knecs...grabbing for anything they can get”. !

Afghan mujahcddins in  Nagorno-Karabakh mainly represented
Hckmatyar’s faction. A person named Vaidallah started to act as a mecdiator
between the Azerbaijani government and the mujaheddins, organising and
coordinating thc rccruitment and - dcployment of Afghan mercenarics in
Azerbaijan.”

According to Amcrican journalist Thomas Goltz, US citizens who were
engaged in the Iran-Contra affair and formerly were members of the US Special
Forces brought mujaheddins to Azerbaijan and at the same time instructed Azeri
pilots in Texas for this mission. Morcover, American military instructors traincd
Azcrbaijani army units to fight against Armcnian forces.”

In fact Afghan mujahcddins were the first foreign military forces
innvolved in inter-cthnic and inter-state conflicts on the territory of the former
Soviet Union. Afghan militants fought in the Tajik civil war and Nagorno-
Karabakh. However, if in the first casc, mujahcddins made a common causc with
Tajik opposition cthnically and ideologically, in the case of Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict material intcrests were paramount. Hattab, a Jordanian Arab with Chechen
descent not so well known at that timc, was among the first to arrive in Nagorno-
Karabakh to fight Armenians. In mid the 1980s he was in Afghanistan togcther
with many Arabs to join the strugglc against the Soviet Army and later became
known as “Arab Afghans”.”’

There were about 15,000 Arab veterans of the Afghan war. Their role was
esscntial in the bloody civil war in Algeria. The presence of Arab religious fanatics
in Bosnia in certain cascs scrved as a cause for displcasurc and discrepancy among
sccular Bosnians.™ In Hckmatyar “Hizb-i Islami”, the numbcr of Arab Afghans

2 Alexis Rowell, ‘US Amy Veterans “Drill” Azeris Under Cover of Qil Finn’, The Observer, Oclober
28, 1993; John Auerbach, ‘Azerbaijan hires Afghan Troops to Bolster Army’, Boston Globe, November
, 1993,
* Up To 2500 Afghan May Bc Fighting in Azcri Army, RFE/RL Records, April 27, 1994, Azcrbaijan,
SU-OSA, 300/80/6/2.
'I"homas Goltz, ‘Azerbaijan Diary: A Rogue Reporier's Adveniures in an Oil-Rich, War-Torn, Post-
~’S70vtet Republic’, (New York: Sharpe, 1998): 270-279.
" Sanobar Shermatova, ‘Islamic Factor in the Hands of Political Elites’, p. 221.
;‘James Bruce, ‘Arab Vcterans of the Afghan War’, Jane's Intelligence Review, April 1, 1995, Vol. 7,
0.4, p. 175.
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reached about 3,500.” Undoubtedly, there were groups of “Arab veterans” of the
Afghan war among thc mujahcddins who arrived in Azerbaijan, cspecially since
many of thcm were then ready to lcave Afghanistan in scarch of ncw arcas to usc
their military skills in the name of Islamic solidarity.

The Azeri side was well prepared to host the Afghan mujahcddins.
Translators of Dari and Pushtu wcre hired for the army. Judging from Azcrbaijani
army officers’ sccrct documents and reports captured by the Armcnian forccs,
shortly aftcr their arrival the Afghans became a scrious burden for Azcerbaijanis,
since many of them were very demanding for food and medical service. According
to Azeri Licutenant Coloncl D. Lyatifov, “it secms that they camc here for taking
treatment, rather than to fight”** Apart from this, the Armcnian forces obtaincd
evidences of “Afghani presence” in Azerbaijan, such as Islamic litcrature printed in
Afghanistan and Pakistan, rccords and unscnt letters in Dari and Pushtu languages,
as well as military maps and instructions for organization of artillery crews. In
addition, some photographs takcn in Genee allowed identifying that some Afghan
mujaheddins were deployed on the territory of the training center of the former
Soviet Army’s 104" Gence Airborne Division™'.

In latc August of 1993 on the battlcficlds of Fizuli and Zangclan rcgions
of Karabakh frontlines and to the surprisc of Armcnian forces, somc corps of
Afghan mujaheddins were discovered dressed in traditional Afghani costumes. In
reports of Azeri officers and comanders the Afghan detachments were named as a
“special contingent.” It is notcworthy that Azcri lcaders spied on the mujahcddins
to prevent agitation against the lcadership of Azcrbaijan.*

According to Karabakhi Armcnians, mujaheddins fought persistently, but
were unable to make any cssential break-through in the Karabakh war. In spitc of
all attempts of Baku to rcfutc the presence of Afghan soldicrs in the Republic of
Azerbaijan, some informed sources pointed to the presence of about 1,500-2,000
mujahcddins fighting against Armcenians. Around two or three hundred out of them
were participating in military actions on a pcrmanent basis. The Afghans took part
in military opcrations according to a prescribed schedule: one day per week they
werc in the positions and the remaining days they could have a rest. During their

* Shaul Shay and Yoram Schwcitzer ‘The “Afghan Alumni” Terrorism Islamic Militants against the
Rest of the World’, (The International Policy Institutc For Counter Terrorism’, November 6, 2000), at
www.ict.org.il

% The report of Licutenant colonel D. Lyatifov addressed 10 the head of Azerbaijani Armed forces’
headquarters. Sce attachment No. 3. Scc also Azg, January 13.1994,

* Danict Shncider. ‘Afgan Fighters Join Azeri-Armenian War’, The Christian Science Monitor,
November 13, 1993; Nezavisimaya gazeta, January 29, 1994, see APPENDIXES.

* Nezavisimaya gazeta, January 15, 1994; Conflict International, April 1994, Shaul Shay and Yoram
Schweitzer, op. cit.
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days off, they were allowed to leave for Baku, Mingcchaur or other citics of
Azerbaijan. In some cases, spccial flights were organized for some of them to
spend their days off in Afghanistan.

Most Afghan mujahcddins were deployed in the southern part of the
Karabakh frontlinc towards thc Iranian border. One of the Afghan POWs, Bahtior
Verballah Baberzai (from the tribe of Rashiddustan) from the city of Mazari Sharif
fought on the side of Gen. Abdul-Rashid Dustum and participated in the armed
operations in the Fizuli region. According to him, the Azeri side promiscd a bonus
of up to 5,000 US dollars to each Afghani soldicr upon the expiration of thcir
contracts. During the first months in Azerbaijan, cach Afghan mcrcenary reccived
an honorarium of onc 1,000 manats (1 manat is slightly more than 1 USD).
Dcpending on their further performance and success in the frontlines, the Afghans
were grantcd the right to get payment in foreign currency also®.

In Karabakh frontlincs Afghan mujaheddins were mainly attached to the
infantry, especially in assault dctachments, taking advantage of their skills in
conducting military operations in mountainous areas. Thcir skills of using various
kinds of small arms, cspccially thosc of Sovict production, as well as their military
expericnce against Sovict type armored vehicles acquired during the Afghan war,
in the first stages of fighting forced the Armenian side to retreat, especially in the
southern frontline, such as Fizuli. The “Afghan expericnce” of the struggle against
tanks was the following: if onc grenade thrower was unablie to destroy a Soviet
made infantry military vehicle (Russian abr. BMP), or a regular tank, then a
simultaneous strikc with scveral grenade throwers from all sides was able to
detonate the ammunition of the tank and the latter exploded afterwards.™

It should be noted that the living conditions of Afghan mercenaries were
much better compared with Azcri soldicrs. At the same time, Afghans usually
stayed isolated from the Azeri troops and rarcly got in contact with them. Therc
were several reasons for this. First, Azcrbaijani soldicrs did not follow the rules of
Shari’a concerning abstention from alcohol. Afghans strictly observed all daily
rituals prescribed by the Koran. Consequently, they had prepared and atc food
scparately.36 Afghans destroyed the winery near the Azeri city of Agdam becausc
of too excessive usc of wine by Azeri soldiers. This resulted in casualties in the

* The deposition of Afghani prisoncr of war Bakhtior Verballah Baberzai, see Golos Armenii, May 26,
1994,
* Aflghan Mujahid Ready To Fight For Nagorno-Karabakh, RFE/RL Records, May 4, 1994, Slavic,
3l?allic&[iurasian Archive, Azerbaijan, HU-OSA, 300/80/6/2.
w I am grateful to Mr. Levon Melik-Shahnazaryan for providing this information.

1Galma Kovalskaya, ‘The war. During the time of Mutalibov, Elchibey and Alicv’, Novoe vremia, No.
11, 1994, p. 20,
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Azeri side. Clashes between Afghans and local Azcri population regarding Islamic
rituals and traditions werc quitc frequent. For example, there were some cascs of
beating of Azeri women by Afghans becausc they did not practice the wearing of
headscarves and vcils. Secondly, among Azcrbaijani forces therc were also many
Slavic merccnaries, referred to as “shuravi” by Afghans. The clashes between
Afghan mujaheddins and Slavic mercenarics sometimes resulted in losses on both
sides. On several occasions, local Russian draftees (or Azeris with light hair and
blue cyes) had to be removed from scctors dominated by Afghans to prcvent
confrontations between them™.”” Somc clashcs occurrcd among Afghans too,
particularly because of affiliation with diffcrent Afghan partics. Fimally, thc_
Azcrbaijani army lcadership tricd to avoid cxcessive advertising of Afghani
involvement in Karabakh fighting by isolating thcm from the main contingents of
the Azcrbaijani army. To avoid scandals and anger of relatives of the killed
mujaheddins, Azcrbaijani officials thoroughly hid the actual numbf:r of lqsscs
among the “Afghan contingent”. For this very rcasons not all bodies of killed
mujaheddins werce sent back home.™

However, some Azcrbaijanis did have contact with the Afgh‘ans. Thesc
were mainly the persons interested in establishment of links w;qlh Afghans to
import drugs from Afghanistan and organizc further drug-traffic.” In scarch 'for
new funds the Hckmatyar group since 1991 started to specialize in the production
of heroin. It was controlling morc than 86 ficld labs. To make it clearer would
suffice to note that during the period from 1992 to 1995 about 2,200-2,400 tons of
drugs per ycar werc produccd in Afghanistan.40 .

Drug tradc in Afghanistan and its further traffic to other regions Yv.as a
very profitable business. At times the moncy gained by Afghans for military
services could not be comparcd with that carned from drug traffic.

Despite Baku’s continuous dcnial of Afghan involvement in the Karabakh
war, the officials in Stepanakcrt have periodically declared that therc are enough
materials to dispel any doubts on this issue.

Facing existing rcalitics, the President of the Rcpublic of Armenia Levon
Ter-Petrosyan was obliged to address to writc to the President of the lslam.ic
Republic of Afghanistan Burhanuddin Rabbani and Primc Ministcr Gulbed.dm
Hekmatyar. In his message, thé Armcnian President cxpressed his anxiety

* Thomas Goltz, op. cit., p. 276.
* Golos Armenii, May 26, 1994,
¥ Moscow News, No. 23, May 5-12, 1994,
“ Ahmed Rashid, ‘Taliban. Militant Islam, Oil and Fundamentalism’, (New Haven and London: Yale
University Press, 2000), p. 119; R. Jaqqar, op. cit., p. 263.
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regarding the participation of Afghan mujaheddins in the Karabakh conflict on the
side of the Azcerbaijani army.

In reply to Levon Ter-Petrosyan, President Rabbani condemned the
participation of Afghan citizens in the military actions in Nagorno-Karabakh and
called for the pcaceful resolution of the conflict. Rabbani’s message rcad as
follows: “... The Afghani side understands well the feelings of Armenian
authoritics. With regret I would like to inform you and in your person the
Armenian nation that, indecd, certain groups of adventurers damaging severely the
social and political stability in Afghanistan, for financial securing of their
goals...arc dcteriorating the rclations between Armenia and Azcerbaijan... The
participation of some group of mercenarics under the name of mujaheddins cannot
worsen the relations between Afghanistan and Armenia. The Afghani side does its
best to prevent such an inhuman busincss, which the extremists practice, thus using
the incomes from this business to decpen the instability in Afghanistan.
Afghanistan will do its best to stop this business in the nearest future...”."!

This letter is an excellent example of a diplomatic manceuvre. The
involvement of Afghan authoritics in the export of military forces thousands
kilometres away from the homeland received publicity in the Western mass media.
On the other hand, this letter speaks of diplomatic efforts to deny such facts.

‘In certain cases the involvement of Afghan mujaheddins in Karabakh was
perceived uncquivocally in the Muslim world. For example, in a letter addressed to
the Afghan Ieaders, the Muslims of Canada expressed their anger and called on to
end the recruitment of mujaheddins.*

The Chechen and Afghan mercenaries continued to participate in the
military operations on the side of the Azerbaijani forces until the spring of 1994,
After the protocol signed in Bishkek in May 1994, certain part of mujaheddins
scttled in Azerbaijan providing fruitful soil for further formation of various Islamic
charity organizations.”* Their role was morc than significant during the counter-
terrorist operation of the Russian Federal Army in Chechnya, especially in the
organization of military and financial supplics from Turkey to Azerbaijan and from
Azerbaijan to Chechnya. Interestingly, during the Karabakh campaign charter
flights from Kabul to Baku were organized. These flights brought Afghan

-

“ Respublika Armenia, May 31, 1994; Moscow News, No. 23, June 5-12, 1994; Alghan Mujahidcen
Said To Be Involved in Karabakh Fighting, RIFE/RI. Records, December 23, 1993, Azerbaijan, 11U-
OSA, 300/80/6/2.

‘ Azg, January 18, 1994.

W According to Azerbaijani mass media the number of Alghans in Azerbaijan in 2002 was cncountered
as six thousand, of which 2-3 thousand secttled in the republic during the 1993-1999, sce Zerkalo.
September 7, 2002
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mujaheddins from Kabul to Baku and flew back to Afghanistan carrying Chechen
combatants for training ncar Kunduz and Tolukan. The bases of Tajik opposition
(some dctachments of which at that time were expelled from Afghanistan) were
located in the above-mentioned places. It was this very location where Hattab met
with Tajiks and Chechens. Hattab joined Tajik opposition forces in spring of 1994
and participated in the assault on the 12" Russian outpost of Phyange fronticr
guards together with the group of “Afghan Arabs” of the joint Afghan-Tajik
detachment (around 20 persons). '’

Later on Hattab, using his Chechen links cstablished in Karabakh,
appeared in Chechnya, where he started to lead Chechen forees against the federals
until his death in carly 2002.

There is no doubt that Azeri and other Islamic radical-cxtremist
organizations operating in Azcrbaijan were in contact with bin Laden's al-Qaeda
group. Morcover, cven before the September 11 events the American mass media
had touched upon possible an “Azerbaijani connection™ in the attacks on the US
embassics in Kenya and Tanzania. After the terrorist attacks on the US embassics
in Africa, the FBI was able to trace about 60 phone calls made from the satellite
phone used by bin Laden to his associates of “Islamic Jihad™ in Baku and from
them to partners in Africa. Reportedly in August of 1998, the Azcrbaijani branch
of the “Islamic Jihad™ organization, which by then had merged with Osama bin
Laden's al-Qaeda, coordinated the bombings of the US Embassics in Kenya and
Tanzania that killed 224 pcople and wounded ncarly 4,600.

A month after the Scptember 11 events, the Azerbaijani authorities started
a rcal raid against the Islamic missionary organizations operating in the republic,
being suspicious of their connection with bin Laden’s al-Qaeda. Shortly, scveral
citizens of Jordan, Katar and Saudi Arabia were arrested in Baku following the
detection of big sums of moncy they had illegaly brought into the republic. The
raids against Islamic radicals in Azerbaijan had started back in Scptember 1998,
when Ahmed Salam Mabruk, who was the assistant to the lecader of “Jihad™
militant organization and comrade-in arms with bin Laden Doctor Ayman al-
Zawabhiri was deported from Baku.”

“ Sanobar Shermatova, op. cit., p. 221; Sanobar Shermatova, ‘Khatab and Central Asia’, Moscow News,
September 13, 2000.
“R. Jagqar, op. cit., pp. 242, 302.



Gradually, Azerbaijan turncd into an asylum for concentration of facilitics .

and force not only for Chechen combatants, but also for various Islamist extremist
forccs acting on the territory in Russia and other CIS member countries.*

Mainly becausc of the presence of “Arab Afghan” and other radical
Islamic groups, both post-war Bosnia and Azcrbaijan bccame a “new center” for
Islamic radicals, which cstablished ncts of training camps, attaching charity
organizations and undcrground cclls. Suffice to stress that Ibrahim Aydarus
arrested by the FBI for the cxplosions of the US cmbassies in Kenya and Tanzania
in 1998 was hcading thc Azcrbaijani branch of al-Qaeda in 1995-1997."
Additionaly, a training camp for Vahhabits under the aegis of “World League of
Islamic Youth” was opcned in Azcrbaijan in the Genclik outskirts of Baku.
Muhamed Salem Abdcl Hamid from Saudi Arabia, Mohamed Ali Khoroko from
Somali, and Arcf Abdalla and Kharuzi Kaid Abd ar-Rahman from Yemen were
among the tcachers, who traincd Islamic cadres and distributed rcligious literaturc
and videocasscttes in the North Caucasus, including Chechnya.**

It is notcworthy that the local Islamic radicals also planned a terrorist
attack on thc American Embassy in Baku, but at the last moment the radicals
cancclled this opcration “having no intcntions to spoil good rclations in
Azcrbaijan.”*® To lcgitimizc their presence on  Azerbaijani territory, these
organizations as a rule supported the official policy and position of Baku in the
Karabakh question. According to a rcport issued by the Congressional Rescarch
Scrvice individuals and groups affiliated with the international terrorist Osama bin
Laden and his al-Qaeda organization used Azerbaijan as one of the bases in their
claborate terrorist nctwork.

The Azeri side perccived the resolution of Nagorno-Karabakh conflict
either in total deportation of Armenian population from their homes or limitation of
their cultural and administrative rights with further attempts to drive them out of
their homeland. To implement this policy, Azerbaijani authoritics used force and
relied on the help of Sovict troops, as well as Chechen and Afghan mercenarics.
This, however, is not the full list of fighters on the side of Azcrbaijanis against the
Armenians of Nagorno-Karabakh. Pcrmancnt failures of the Azeri Army in the
summer of 1993, forced Baku authoritics to rcquest the help of forcign military

“ Yossef Bodansky, The New Azcrbaijan 1lub: How Islamist operations arc targeting Russia, Armenia
and Nagorno-Karabagh, Defense and Foreign Affairs' Strategic Policy, October, 1999, sece APPENDIX
L

sec alsoat hup://www.anca.org/anca/action_docs.asp?docsid=

‘" R. Jaqqar, op. cit., p. 196, Golos Armenii, November 28, 2002.

* Nezavisimoe voennoe obozrenie, October 5-21, 1999.

¥ Zerkalo, Baku, July 22, 2000; Ekho, Baku, September 28, 2001; The Washingion Post, May 3, 2001.
% Ekho, Baku, September 1, 2001; Congressional Research Service (CRS, October 9,2001).
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force hoping to sccure some breakthrough in the war. In fact, this was an attcmpt
“to import” various kinds of militarized rcligious cxtremism, the conscquences of
which arc clearly evident today. Big number of losses among Afghans obviously
decreascd their willingness and military spirit, thus wcakening thcir hopes to
strengthen their positions in Karabakh proper and in Azcrbaijan. Thus, the non-
recognized NKR became the first statc to fight against the dispersal of international
terrorism around the world. It would not be an cxaggeration to say that in many
cases military success of Karabakh army weakened the incidence of export and
dispersal of religious cxtremism and terrorist organizations. Thercfore, it is not
difficult to forcsce consequences that would have arisen from the elimination of the
“Karabakh barricr” in casc of anothcr status quo.
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Conclusion

The study of cscalation of intercthnic conflicts on the territory of
the former Sovict Union and post-communist arca makes researchers attach
more attention to thc issuc of third parties’ direct involvement in the
conflict zoncs.

The casc of Nagorno-Karabakh conflict is not an exccption from
this point of view. Prescnted faets clearly reveal certain aspects of the
interference and impact by third partics, including countrics and cthnic
groups from non-contiguous as wcll as bordering regions.

The political ¢litc of Azcerbaijan tried to usc the advantages of
cthnic and confcssional solidarity for thc purposc of gaining the cxternal
support, in particular from Turkcy, Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Chcchnya.

Turkish interfcrence in the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict was
manifested particularly in the forms of ammunition and armament supplics,
as well as involvement of Turkish military instructors in the planning of
military opcralions, as well as their dircct participation in thcm. As a rule,
this assistancc was provided indircctly, through non-govcrnment
organizations or sccret scrvices. The problem of “Turkish presence” in
Karabakh conflict zonc nceds thorough analysis in the futurc, in parallcl
with the disclosurc of new facts and sources.

The recruitment of forcign mercenaries in the conflict zones of the
former Sovict Union was widcly practiced in Tadjikistan, Georgian-
Abkhazian conflict, in Bosnia, Azcrbaijan, ctc. In the case of the Karabakh
war, thc matcrial intcrest of thosc recruitced was cvident, whilc thc
manipulation of cthnic, religious and idcological solidarity factors was
obvious on the side of Azcrbaijan.

Turkish military and political support to Azerbaijan and
recruitment of foreign mercenarics from Chechnya, Afghanistan and other
regions to fight against Armcnians added to further cscalation and
intcrnationalization of thc Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. For Azcrbaijan, this
policy subscquently promoted the appcarance on its territory of various
organizations that had dircct links to intcrnational tcrrorist networks.
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APPENDIX I

The New Azerbaijan Hub: How Islamist operations are targeting
Russia, Armcenia and Nagorno-Karabagh

by Yossef Bodansky, Senior Editor*
Defense and Foreign Affairs' Strategic Policy

October, 1999

An ongoing study by Defense & Foreign Affairs has cited a significant number of
highly-placed sources in Russia and the Caucasus who advise that radical Islamist
forces arc expanding their infrastructurc in Azcrbaijan in preparation for a
sustaincd cscalation, both in the Caucasus and at the heart of Russia. Planncd
terrorist "spcctaculars” include the use of suicidec bombers.

Significantly, thesc developments arc based on long-standing relationships and
understandings between Azeri officials and the Islamist lcaders involved in
Chechnya, Pakistan and Afghanistan. The cscalation began in 1997 when the
Islamists basically agreed with the Azcrbaijan Government of Hcydar Aliycv that
they would -- in exchange for allowing a frec flow of people, weapons and
ordnance through Azcrbaijan -- not interfere with or overthrow the Aliyev
Government. As well, thcy commitied to providing outside mujahedin to undertakc
operations against Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh, which could bc credibly
denicd by the Aliycv Government.

This Azcrbaijan-bascd infrastructure is aimed at both pushing arriving mujahedin
to the forward training and opcrational bases in Chechnya, as well as launching
operations against Russia and Armcenia (including Nagorno-Karabakh) in the cvent
of Russian bombing and raids on the Islamist bascs in Chechnya. At present, the
most important function of the infrastructure in Azerbaijan is the absorption,
handling and initial acclimatization and indoctrination of forecign voluntcers,
mainly Arabs and Afghans/Pakistanis, as well as growing numbcrs of Central
Asians, before being sent forward to terrorism and military training bascs in central
Chechnya, mainly the Saudi-born Islamist lcader Khattab's main rear-arca basc
near Urus-Martan, Chechnya. Among the mujahedin presently handled in
Azf:rbaijan are numcrous would-bc shahids (suicide terrorists) who had been
trained in Osama bin Laden's camps in Afghanistan. The Islamist infrastructure in

* Yossef Bodansky is dircctor of the US Congressional Task Force on Terrorism and
Unconventional Warfare.
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Azcrbaijan is built on the expericnce of bin Laden, Khattab and their companions
in not only absorbing voluntcers for Afghan jihad during the 1980s, but of
transforming thcm into a cohesive clitc corps (which is still cohesive and most
active morc than a dccade after the Afghan jihad).

The current Islamist build-up constitutes a major cxpansion of the so-called covert
pipclinc, which has bcen running since the winter of 1997-98. The primary
objective of the original pipclinc was to smuggle wcapons, money and pcople
arriving from Pakistan/Afghanistan into Chechnya. The two primary mcthods of
transportation:

* By truck from thc Baku region through the mountains and into Dagcstan and
Chechnya; or

* By light aircraft from scveral sitcs in Azerbaijan into thc Vedcno gorge or to
Nozhay-Yurtovskiy Rayon in Chechnya.

The weapons dclivercd have been both shipments from Pakistan/Afghanistan, as
well as large consignments of weapons purchased locally either from the cx-Sovict
stockpiles of the Azcrbaijani armed forces or specially acquircd from Ukrainian
and other suppliers (thcsc weapons werc purchased the Azerbaijani official
channels with Baku providing cnd-user certificates and the buyers paying large
commissions to all involved).

The current phase started in early Scptember 1999 following a decision in Baku to
upgrade the support for the Chechen-Dagestani Islamist forces. The new policy
was elucidated publicly on August 20, 1999, by Vafa Guluzade, an Adviscr to
Heydar Aliyev and the Azeri Government on State Policy issues. "Chechen and
Dagestani fighting should be regarded as a national liberation struggle, not as
terrorism as the Russian authoritics arc trying to present it," Vafa Guluzadc
declared. He said that "today Russia is actually continuing in the Caucasus thc
policy of serf Russia which in 19th Century subjugatcd with fire and the sword the
freedom-loving Caucasian nations. . . . Carrying out a military campaign in the
Caucasus today, the biggest campaign after the first Caucasian war, Russia is
declaring itself a successor of Tsarist Russia.” Having gained their independence
after hundreds of ycars of Russian subjugation, Guluzadc bclicves, all Muslim
states of thc Caucasus should unite their cfforts to compel Russia to "change its
policy regarding the Caucasus and other national rcgions before it is too latc”.

The modalities for the running of the new facilities in Azerbaijan were dcfined

during most of September. The new activitics in support of Chcchnya and

Dagestan were defined in late September/early October during a supposedly- sccret
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visit to Gceorgia and particularly Azcrbaijan by Sclim Beshayev, the Vice Speaker
of thc Chechen Parliament. Beshayev's talks with Azeri officials were aimed at
ensuring the smooth flow of mujahcdin and the specialized cquipment they nced
without unduc interference.

In Baku, Beshayev has spent a lot of time convincing the Azeri authoritics to
cxpand their dircct involvement in the Islamist "causc” in the aftermath of the
Russian exposurc of the Turkcy-Georgia pipcline. Beshayev used both carrots and
sticks. He promised lavish "unofficial" forcign aid to Azcrbaijan: large quantitics
of cash from diverse sources in Saudi Arabia and other Persian Gulf states which
will most likely go to private pockets. Beshayev, also rciterated the Islamists'
pron?isc to assist Baku in "rcsolving-the Karabakh problem” as cxpeditiously as
possiblc. He was also willing to "guarantce" the sccurity of the Baku-Novorossiysk
oil pipelinc. The concurrent expansion of Islamists activitics in Azcrbaijan proves
the success of Beshayev's visit to Baku.

The key Islamist facilitics arc conccaled as charity and cducational organizations
affiliatcd with the web used by bin Laden's networks. Morcover, the hcadquarters
of these organizations arc stuffcd with Arab "teachers” and "managers” from the
ranks of such organizations as thc Intcrnational Muslim Brotherhood, the Islamic
Salvation Front, scveral branches of Islamic Jihad, and the National Islamic Front
of Sudan. The key organizations are:

* World Asscmbly of Islamic Youth (somctimes translated as World Islamic Youth
Assembly). Its hcadquartcrs is located in Baku's residential district of
Dzhandzhlik/Janjilk. The key principals arc Muhammad Salim Abd-al-Hamid
(Sauc‘ii papcrs), Muhammad Ali Khoroko (Somali papers), Arif Abdallah Abd-al-
Hamid and Hayruzi Qa'id Abd-al-Rahman (both Ycmenite papers). Another Saudi
Salah Salman, is thc contact man with Islamist charity and financial organization;
in Saudi Arabia:

* T.hc Intcrnational Organization of Islamic Salvation. Its hcadquarters is on
Narimanov Strcct, in the scttlement (csscntially remotc suburb) of Azizbekovo
ncar Baku. The thrce main functionaries arc Muhammad Shama, Muhammad Salih
al-Jarni and Arif Abdallah Abd-al-Hamid (samc as above), all with Yemenite
papers;

* Al-lbrahipl Foundation. Very little is known about this Baku-based charity
excc_:pt that 1t§ Arab principals have huge amounts of cash in hard currency. They
are involved in acquisition of rcal cstatc among other "educational” projccts.

In the fall of 1999, these charitics began sctting up several camps near Baku, where
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their students should be ablc "to study the Koran in a quict sctting”. The primary
function of the camps in the overall vicinity of Baku is the training of profcssional
agitators. The students are a mixturc of Arabs, Caucasians and Central Asians.
Their primary mission is intended to be to "brainwash” thc Muslim population of
Dagestan (as well as of Uzbckistan and Kyrgyzstan) into supporting Islamist
causcs, subversion and terrorism. The Islamists have just cstablished in these
camps facilitics for the production of printcd, audio and vidco incitement and
agitation material advocating anti-Russian and anti-Western jihad. Significantly,
these "camps” arc also cngaged in agitation against hated Muslim governments,
particularly thc Housc of al-Saud. On onc wall there is the slogan in Arabic: "The
fate of the Shah of Iran, who was driven out of his own country by Islamic
organizations, awaits the [Saudi] royal family."

THE SECOND PHASE in thc cxpansion of the Islamist facilities has begun in the
past fcw days. A group of Arabs -- all with documents from Saudi Arabia, Sudan,
Yemen, and Afghanistan -- lcft the Baku arca to newly cstablished “religious ficld
camps” in thc remotc mountains of north-castern Azcrbaijan, on the road to
Chcchnya and Dagestan. All three Islamist "charities” mentioncd above cstablished
such camps virtually simultancously. These are paramilitary camps where the
students undergo basic military training as well as cquipping before they move on
toward Chechnya and Dagestan. Some of the leaders and commanders of thesc
camps have been identified as "proxics of terrorist Osama bin Laden”.

Mcanwhile, in anticipation for cscalation and cxpansion, senior officials of thc
Intcrnational Muslim Brotherhood, the National Islamic Front, and scvcral
branches of Islamic Jihad arrived in Azerbaijan in the latter days of Scptember
1999. By the first week of October, they were mainly arranging contacts with local
Islamists in order to cstablish ncw routes for moving moncy, wcapons and
mujahedin into Chechnya. Onc of their prioritics is the shipment of Stingcrs from
Pakistan. In their conversations with Azcrbaijani Islamists and "forth-coming”
officials, thcsc emissarics acknowledged that their primary objcctive is the
consolidation in Azerbaijan of a "springboard for inserting their main forces [into
Chechnya and Dagestan]". They also sct up a flow of cash into the accounts of the
Islamist charities and camps. Since late September 1999, there have been repeated
transfers of funds from Saudi Arabia via Beirut, totaling tcns of millions of dollars.

Much of this money is then transferred to Chechnya by couriers. For example, onc

of the camps rcceived an clectronic transfer of $ 2-million from Al-Barakah Bank

Lebanon (which is owned by the Saudi Shcikh Salih Abdallah Kamil). An Arab

called Bin-Abdallah (UAE papers) reccived the moncy in cash and immcdiately

carricd it across the border into Chechnya. On October 5, 1999, Azerbaijani border

guards arrcsted two Arabs (with Iraqi papers) ncar the village of Pashbir. They had
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US$ 300,000 in cash on them. They claimed they were volunteers working for a
charity in Chechnya. All available cvidence suggests that thesc known cascs arc
but a small fraction of thc present shipment of funds from Arab countrics to
Chechnya as well as the "Koranic camps" in Azcrbaijan.

Anothcr indicators of impending Islamist activitics in and via Azerbaijan are the
reconnaissance trips of Arab cxperts near the borders with Chcchnya and Dagestan.
For example, in the first weck of October, a tcam from the Islamic Jihad traveled
twicc from Baku to the Azcrbaijani-Dagcstani border and carefully studied
mountain passcs and roads ncar the border. On October 5, 1999, a Turkish citizen
called Ycgid Rejcb was arrested on the Azcrbaijani-Dagestani border cn route to
Khasavyurt with a Russian passport in the name of Magomed Sattarov. Rejeb is a
graduatc of onc of thc Baku arca camps.

Mcanwhilc, the build-up of cxpert terrorist cadres has begun through other venucs
as well. On September 20, 1999, Chechen field commander Shamil Basaycy
announced the forthcoming cstablishment of a battalion of 400-500 shahids:
would-be martyrs; that is, suicide terrorists. "These people will be ready and
capablc of carrying out the most difficult of tasks,” he declared in Grozny. "Time
and circumstances will tell" what specific tasks he had in mind for them.

Again, this was not an empty threat. Between October 3-5, 1999, a group of about
50 veteran Arab mujahedin -- carrying papers from Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Yemen
and the Palestinian Authority -- arrived at Khattab's main camp at Urus-Martan in
central Chechnya. They traveled into Georgia legally on tramsit visas issucd by the
Georgian Consulate in Turkey. They are the first of about 100 Arab mujahedin
known to have reccived Georgian visas together. Once this type of travel was
c?(poscd, the Georgian authoritics in Turkey began dragging their feet in providing
visas to walk-in Arabs. Thercfore, the Islamists have expanded their search for new
alternate routes into Chechnya and Dagestan via Azcrbaijan.

Sourcc in Internet: http://www.anca.org/anca/action docs.asp?docsid=38
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APPENDIX IT
Translatcd from the Russian typcwriter text

Ministry of Dcfensc of the
Republic of Azerbaijan
Muilitary Unit No. 160

INFORMATION - REPORT

Military-political situation in our rcgion and policy of local authoritics
regarding influcnce on military units

The military unit is stationcd on the territory of Yevlakh district. The ncarcst
localitics are station Geran, Geranboy district, and city of Mingcchaur. In the given
region the population is mainly occupied with agriculturc. The rcgion is bordered
with Nagorno Karabakh. In other regions [the situation] is quict in gencral. There
is no any sign of disturbancc, psychological intensity or suspicion among locals.
This is reflected on the discipline and cfficicncy of population. Certain circles of
the population using this moment are shirking from thc work. This of coursc has its
negative impact on our unit. The authoritics of this region do not keep close
contact with our unit. But in casc of request they try to assist. For example, we
receive certain kinds of products from Mingechaur and Geranboy districts.
Humanitarian aid is reccived also from the farther regions such as Zakatala, Sheki
and Shemakha. Special contingent is located in our unit. They are in fighting mood
and keep good relations with us and locals. They leave for Mingechaur, Geranboy,
and Gence accompanicd by recruited translators. However, it should bc mentioned
that the authoritics of ncighboring regions do not kcep close contacts with the
command of special contingent in order to be able to help in case of nced. In
future we would like to improve the rclations between authoritics of adjascat
regions and the command of unit. In addition, I think that such mcctings and links
would have positive influcnce on the mood of staff and kecp their military spirit.
There were no attempts of throwing up agitation Icaflcts against the Icadership of
the republic. Population cxpressed its mistrust against Elchibey.

Commander of military unit No. 160

Lieutenant-Coloncl D. Lyatifov

19. 09. 1993.

Source: Archive of NKR State Department of National Security
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APPENDIX 11l
The book of orders of military unit 160

Codc No. 328

02. 10. 1993.
TO THE GENERAL HEADQUARTER HEAD
OF ARMED FORCES OF THE REPUBLIC OF

AZERBAIJAN

COPY TO: DEPUTY MINISTER OF THE
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE - THE
COMMANDER OF FRONT

REPORT

October 12, 12.30 a.m. The fronts hcadquarter head Major-General N. Sadikhov
called mc and informed that spccial contingent was complaining about the abscnce
of kettles and a number of other products and belongings. Complains and
pretensions are satisficd at all Icvels as far as possible.

29. 09. 1993: additional 26 kettlcs brought from Baku by helicopter were given
out, and 12. 10. 1993 - 60 kettlcs (invoices are availabie)

Additional 65 complete scts of ammunition and boots were given out (not counting
those distributed in Hadjikabul).

Delivered and given out: as an additional ration of grapc - 7 ton, apples from
Ghuba and Zakatala - 4 ton, cookics - 3 boxcs, walnuts - 50 kilos and
pomegranate - 300 kg.

Greenery was bought for 25.000 rubles of private money (receipts are kept).
Geranboy exccutive authority distributed 80 aftaf® and 30 kettles as humanitarian
aid.

Cattle arc slaughtered daily and fresh meat is provided 400gr. Butter 90 gr. The
cost of meals per day is 500.000 rubles.

They require:
- anadditional blanket per person,

* Ritual pitcher for wash.
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- cigarcttes with filters (“Astra™ is categorically refused),

- boots and ammunition,

- toilct soap and loofa,

- toothpastc and shoc-polish,

- motor car (taxi),

- spices for pilaff prcparation,

- they are not satisficd with tca we have in the store,

- chicken and milk products, cggs (shortages with cgg supplics occur becausc of
abscncc of cgg in the store),

- improvement of the quality of medical scrvice (but the total abscncc of
medical cquipment in the medical unit docs not allow this). The attendancce to
the sanitary unit — 1350 person for the period of [their] stay and 41 were
hospitalized. It scems that they came here for taking treatment, rather than to
fight.

Because of the small number of unit staff (only 37 soldiers), sergeants facc

difficultics during the scrvice, there is no possibility for replaccment of detail. We

arc forced to clear off their garbage and dishces they threw everywhere.

I ask to takc mcasurcs to satisfy [their] requests, since the unit cannot satisfy or

provide funds for organization of purchases.

I think that the reccipt of complaints will go on since they are occupicd with

nothing.

Commander of military unit No. 160
Licutcnant-Colonel D. Lyatifov

Source: Archive of NKR State Department of National Security

" No-filter cigarettes.
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APPENDIX IV
FRONT’S HEADQUARTER
August 26, 1993,
Starting from August 1993 to includc arrived “Afghani” soldicrs (“Afganci” in the
text — H. D.) 522 (five hundred twentytwo) in number in the list of the unit’s staff

and providc all kinds of demands.

Head of staff of military unit No. 200
Major-General N. Sadikov

Source: Archive of NKR State Department of National Security
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